ESF Studbook Sternotherus minor

Sternotherus minor minor (Agassiz, 1857)
Sternotherus minor peltifer (Smith & Glass, 1947)

“Request to participate to this Studbook”

A hatchling Loggerhead Sternotherus minor minor) just a few daysold.
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‘ESF Studbook Sternotherus minor’

With this article we would like to give recognition to a recently founded

studbook within the European Studbook Foundation. With the studbook
we would like to devote us to the conservation of

these remarkable little animals in captivity.

The Loggerhead Musk turtle and the
Stripeneck Musk Turtle are bound to a small
range in the south east of the USA. is

commonly seen in the east part of this area, where

is native to the western part of the natural range of Sternotherus
minor. They are not threatened for extinction, but because of their small
natural range it can occur that in the future they experience problems like
overpopulation in Florida, continuing introductions of exotic non-native
animals and even local natural disasters.

Our primary objective is to guarantee a healthy captive population. Since
several years, the import of new species from the USA
is very low, probably even stopped. Due to the laws in Florida and some
other states which prohibit any commercial activity around

, hew import to Europe will not be realistic in the future. The
experiences within the population in the Netherlands tells us that the
animals very strong and hardy. Because of their impressive charisma and
small adult size, they make very interesting turtles for keeping and
breeding in captivity. The people who have bred them had very good
results in breeding this species. The biggest problem we have is that the
genetic bloodlines are very small compared to the number of animals.
There are just a few unrelated animals, and there is a great demand for
new males. It is essential that we gain knowledge of the population in
whole Europe, so that we can manage a healthy genetic based population
of

With the help of your registered animals we can build up a good overview
for the population in Europe, wich we can use as strong base for advising
in exchanging animals and setting op breeding projects. The information
given by you will off course be handled with respect for your privacy and
wishes. The studbook is not only for animals wich breed, but for every

in Europe.

You can register the animals online on this website, but you also send us
an email. We will respond quickly to answer your questions about the
studbook or sending you an application form to register your animal(s).

ESF Studbookkeepers Sternotherus minor
Sternotherus-minor@studbooks.org







